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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the moral, philosophical, and literary contributions of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji toward
strengthening interfaith harmony and protecting religious pluralism in India. Revered as Hind di Chadar (the Shield of
India), Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji is remembered for safeguarding the religious freedom of all communities, not merely his
own. Interfaith harmony refers to peaceful coexistence among diverse faiths, while pluralism emphasizes respect for
multiple religious traditions and the freedom to practice them without coercion.

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji played a crucial role in fostering religious harmony by affirming the divine inspiration underlying
all faiths. He believed that although religious paths may differ, their ultimate aim is the realization of truth and communion
with the Divine. His historic intervention on behalf of the Kashmiri Pandits, who were facing forced conversions,
exemplifies his commitment to universal religious liberty. Despite belonging to a different faith, he chose to defend their
right to conscience, ultimately sacrificing his life for this principle.

Through scriptural teachings such as “Manas ki jaat sabhe ekai pehchano” (Recognize all of humankind as one), Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji articulated a vision of ethical universalism that transcends sectarian boundaries. His teachings and
martyrdom continue to serve as a moral foundation for interfaith harmony and pluralism in contemporary society. This
paper analyses his legacy as a living ethical framework relevant to present-day challenges of religious intolerance and
minority persecution.
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INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary world, rapid advances in science and technology coexist with the enduring influence of religion on
personal identity and social life. Religion functions not only as a system of belief but also as a source of ethical values and
moral guidance. However, intolerance, political manipulation, and social exclusion have often transformed religion into a
cause of conflict rather than cohesion. In this context, interfaith harmony and pluralism have become essential for social
stability and democratic life.

Interfaith harmony involves peaceful coexistence and mutual respect among diverse religious communities, while
pluralism recognizes religious diversity as a social strength and upholds freedom of conscience as a fundamental human
right.? India’s long history of religious diversity illustrates both coexistence and conflict. Although multiple faiths have
flourished together, social and political tensions have frequently undermined genuine harmony.

Against this backdrop, the life and martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji emerge as a profound moral response to religious
persecution. Unlike leaders who defended only their own communities, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji stood for the religious
freedom of others. His sacrifice was not an act of confrontation but an affirmation of universal human dignity grounded in
ethical resistance.?

Global reports on religious freedom continue to document forced conversions, discrimination, and violence against
religious minorities. Such violations often arise when political power enforces religious conformity.® These realities
underscore the continuing relevance of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s moral vision, which offers an enduring ethical response to
coercion and intolerance.

This paper interprets Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji not only as a Sikh Guru but also as a moral and literary voice whose life
functions as a text of ethical resistance. By integrating philosophy, literature, and social ethics, the study presents his
teachings as a living framework for interfaith harmony and pluralism in contemporary society.

Interfaith Harmony and Pluralism: Conceptual Understanding

Interfaith harmony refers to a social condition in which individuals and communities from different religious traditions
coexist peacefully through dialogue, empathy, and mutual respect rather than suspicion or hostility. It does not require the

Special Issue: Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji: Defender of Religious Liberty and Human Dignity Commemorating 350 year of the everlasting
Organized by: Khalsa College for Women, Ludhiana (Punjab) Page 3ab
Copyright @ Authars



National Research Journal of Social Sciences [SSN: 2348-473X

Volume-1I, Issue-I, January-June 2026 Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal (IF: B.74)
PP. 356-3a8 Journal Website: www.nriss.in

dilution of religious identity; instead, it encourages understanding across differences.! Pluralism deepens this idea by
affirming diversity while recognizing the right of every individual to pursue their spiritual path without fear or coercion.

From an ethical and philosophical perspective, pluralism rejects claims of exclusive spiritual superiority. Rather than
asserting that one religion alone possesses truth, pluralism acknowledges that moral and spiritual insights are present
across multiple traditions.* Despite constitutional guarantees of religious freedom, contemporary societies often fail to
protect minorities adequately. This gap between legal pluralism and moral responsibility highlights the need for ethical
commitment beyond formal law.

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji as a Moral Voice of Pluralism

Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji lived during a period of intense religious intolerance, particularly under the Mughal ruler
Aurangzeb. Policies of forced conversion and repression of non-Islamic practices created widespread fear and injustice.’
When Kashmiri Pandits faced persecution and appealed to Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji for protection, he chose to defend their
right to religious freedom, despite their belonging to a different faith.

This decision reflects extraordinary moral courage. Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji treated religious liberty as a universal human
right rather than a community-specific privilege. Contemporary human rights discourse similarly emphasizes that genuine
faith must arise from conviction, not compulsion. His martyrdom represents the highest form of ethical resistance—a
willingness to sacrifice one’s life to protect the conscience of others.® Through this act, pluralism was transformed from an
abstract ideal into a lived moral reality.

Literary and Ethical Reflections from Sikh Scripture

The teachings of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, preserved in the Guru Granth Sahib, express a universal humanism that transcends
historical context. His verses address fearlessness, detachment, humility, and equality, offering ethical guidance relevant
across time and cultures. The celebrated line “Manas ki jaat sabhe ekai pehchano™® affirms the essential unity of
humankind.

Literarily, these verses challenge rigid belief systems and external ritualism. Their poetic simplicity encourages moral
autonomy and inner freedom, aligning closely with modern conceptions of freedom of conscience. Sikh scripture thus
engages meaningfully with contemporary pluralist philosophy, presenting spiritual equality as the foundation of social
justice.

Contemporary Relevance and Social Value

In the present era, rising religious polarization and identity-based conflicts threaten social cohesion worldwide.
International reports consistently document discrimination, violence, and displacement affecting religious minorities.
These conditions demonstrate that interfaith harmony requires more than passive tolerance; it demands ethical
responsibility and moral courage.

Recent instances of violence against religious minorities in South Asia, including the persecution of Hindu minorities in
Bangladesh, illustrate this challenge. Despite constitutional guarantees of religious freedom, weak enforcement and social
hostility often leave vulnerable communities unprotected. Viewed through the ethical lens of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s
sacrifice, such situations call for active moral intervention rather than silence. His legacy urges societies to defend freedom
of conscience regardless of religious affiliation.

Scriptural Ethics and Contemporary Applications

The ethical significance of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s teachings becomes clearer when applied to contemporary interfaith
challenges. His verses provide a practical framework for evaluating both harmony and conflict in modern societies.

The Sikh principle “Manas ki jaat sabhe ekai pehchano™® continues to inspire interfaith initiatives in urban India,

particularly in cities such as Delhi where dialogue forums bring together individuals from diverse religious backgrounds.
By emphasizing shared human dignity over doctrinal differences, these initiatives embody lived pluralism.

Interfaith marriages in modern India further illustrate the practical application of pluralist ethics. Verses emphasizing the
spiritual equality of religious spaces and practices provide a philosophical foundation for viewing such unions as
expressions of interfaith harmony rather than transgressions. In these personal relationships, pluralism becomes an
everyday reality rather than a theoretical ideal.
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CONCLUSION

The life and teachings of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji offer a lasting moral and ethical framework for interfaith harmony and
pluralism. His martyrdom for the religious freedom of others stands as a powerful affirmation of universal human dignity
and ethical courage. When carefully interpreted, his legacy transcends historical memory and becomes a contemporary
standard for pluralistic societies.

In an age marked by religious intolerance and minority persecution, Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji’s example calls upon societies
to move beyond symbolic tolerance and actively protect freedom of conscience. His life demonstrates that pluralism is not
merely a social necessity but a profound moral responsibility essential to democratic and humane coexistence.
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