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ABSTRACT

This paper examined ecocritical themes, the relationship between literature and environment, natural
landscapes, and human nature conflict in selected works of Amitav Ghosh. The discussion focused on
maritime ecology, climate instability, migration and displacement, human and nature relationship,
colonial environmental exploitation, biodiversity and wildlife, water as a narrative force, vulnerable
landscapes, myth and ecology, Anthropocene anxiety, trade and environmental change, and ecological
consciousness. The paper also examined the representation of the Indian Ocean, Sundarbans Delta,
Venice, River Ganga, Morichjhapi and tidal islands, Mediterranean Sea, opium fields of Bihar,
Sundarbans tiger territory, coastal Europe and South Asia, and colonial ports and harbours. The
analysis further considered conflicts arising from colonial opium cultivation, maritime trade,
settlement in fragile ecosystems, wildlife encroachment, industrial and global economic expansion,
coastal urban expansion, exploitative trade networks, and refugee occupation of ecologically sensitive
islands. The paper showed that these elements were connected through ecological instability, human
vulnerability, migration, displacement, and the limits of human control over nature.

1. INTRODUCTION

Ecocriticism had matured across multiple centuries. The degradation of nature through colonial forces
was presented as closely connected with greed for power, control over world trade, and money.
Indigenous communities had followed practices that supported sustainability and the ability to face
extreme natural events, while colonial expansion had extensively damaged such practices. The
selected works of Amitav Ghosh were discussed in relation to writers and thinkers including William
Wordsworth, Rachel Carson, Arne Naess, Vandana Shiva, Greg Garrard, Rob Nixon, and Dipesh
Chakrabarty. The study positioned Ghosh’s fiction within the evolution of ecocriticism and connected
his treatment of rivers, seas, forests, wildlife, climate change, migration, and ecological exploitation
with different phases of the theory.

2. EVOLUTION OF ECOCRITICISM AND RELEVANCE TO GHOSH

The evolution presented in the source moved from the nature writing tradition of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries to environmental awareness, first wave ecocriticism, deep ecology, ecofeminist
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ecocriticism, postcolonial ecocriticism, second wave ecocriticism, climate change ecocriticism, Blue
Humanities or oceanic studies, and Anthropocene ecocriticism. Nature writing emphasized natural
beauty and harmony. Environmental awareness focused on industrialization and environmental
destruction. First wave ecocriticism established nature centred literary studies and environmental
ethics. Deep ecology emphasized the intrinsic value of living beings. Ecofeminist ecocriticism
connected exploitation of women and nature. Postcolonial ecocriticism examined colonialism,
resource extraction, imperialism, and displacement. Later approaches incorporated urban spaces,
environmental justice, climate crisis, oceans, and the planetary consequences of human activity.

3. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LITERATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

The relationship between literature and environment was presented through human action and nature.
Communities that respected nature perceived it as a mother, whereas colonial powers, invaders,
looters, and encroachers perceived it as a resource mine. Ecocriticism therefore represented conflicting
approaches to nature. Literary writers connected environmental elements with human responses such
as fear, survival, migration, exile, conflict, and helplessness. In the selected works, the environmental
elements included the sea, storms, mangroves, wildlife, floods, and climate change. The Hungry Tide
was particularly discussed through the relationship between wildlife and human encroachment, where
the reduction of natural habitat and collapse of boundaries between humans and tiger territory were
connected with ecological imbalance.

4. ECOLOGICAL THEMES IN THE SELECTED WORKS

The selected works addressed maritime ecology, climate instability, migration and displacement, and
human nature relationship. Maritime ecology was presented as more than pure science because water
bodies carried memories of the past. Climate instability was connected with extreme events and with
the movement of people from their birthplaces in search of livelihood. Human nature relationship was
presented through the consequences of human actions, including tiger attacks in the Sundarbans and
loss of climate resilience associated with opium cultivation. Other themes included colonial
environmental exploitation, biodiversity and wildlife, water as a narrative force, vulnerable
landscapes, myth and ecology, Anthropocene anxiety, trade and environmental change, and ecological
consciousness.

5. NATURAL LANDSCAPES AND HUMAN INTERACTION

The selected works presented varied ecological landscapes. Sea of Poppies contained the Indian Ocean
and the River Ganga as spaces of maritime movement, agricultural dependency, colonial trade, and
labour transportation. The Hungry Tide presented the Sundarbans Delta, Morichjhapi and tidal islands,
and the Sundarbans tiger territory as fragile ecological spaces involving fishing, settlement, survival,
refugee displacement, biodiversity, and human animal conflict. Gun Island presented Venice, the
Mediterranean Sea, and coastal Europe and South Asia through rising sea levels, recurring floods,
climatic disturbance, migration, and ecological uncertainty. The opium fields of Bihar represented
monoculture farming, soil exploitation, and forced cultivation under colonial rule. The Ibis Trilogy
presented colonial ports and harbours as commercial maritime centres and ecological exchange zones.
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6. HUMAN NATURE CONFLICT

Human nature conflict remained central to the ecocritical account. Colonial opium cultivation was
associated with soil exhaustion, ecological imbalance, forced monoculture, poverty, displacement, and
agricultural dependency. Expansion of maritime trade was connected with dangerous seas, storms,
unpredictable tides, migration, loss, and survival struggle. Human settlement in fragile ecosystems
was associated with cyclones, tidal destruction, flooding, death, displacement, and ecological
insecurity. Encroachment into wildlife zones was connected with animal attacks, biodiversity conflict,
fear, violence, and the breakdown of ecological boundaries. Industrial and global economic expansion
was associated with climate change, rising temperatures, climate migration, and ecological anxiety.
Urban expansion near coastal zones was associated with floods, rising sea levels, damage to heritage,
displacement, and insecurity. Exploitative trade networks were linked with ecological disruption,
forced labour, and environmental stress.

7. DISCUSSION

The source presented Ghosh’s ecological writing as a linkage between environmental elements, human
responses, historical processes, and ecological consequences. Water bodies functioned as historical
and ecological agents. Vulnerable landscapes became sites of crisis and survival. The selected works
questioned human domination over nature and emphasized ecological interconnectedness. The
presentation of landscapes also connected environmental conditions with livelihoods, migration, trade,
settlement, conservation, and adaptation. The tables demonstrated that the ecological significance of
the selected works emerged through repeated associations between human intervention, natural
response, human consequence, and ecocritical meaning.

CONCLUSION

The selected works of Amitav Ghosh presented a sustained relationship between ecological systems
and human life. Maritime ecology, climate instability, migration, vulnerable landscapes, biodiversity,
water, colonial exploitation, trade, and ecological consciousness were interconnected. Natural
landscapes functioned as spaces of history, livelihood, movement, survival, and ecological crisis.
Human nature conflict demonstrated the consequences of exploitation, settlement, economic
expansion, and encroachment. The selected works consequently presented nature as an active presence
and challenged the assumption that human activity could exercise complete control over ecological
systems.

Table 1. Relationship between Literature and Environment

Environmental Representation in

Element

Literary Reflection

Human Response

Ecocritical Meaning

Selected Works

Sea / Ocean

Journey, uncertainty,
migration

Fear, survival, trade,
displacement

Nature as both
protector and
destroyer

Maritime voyages in
Sea of Poppies and
migrant crossings in
Gun Island

Storm / Cyclone

Chaos and ecological
warning

Vulnerability and
helplessness

Climate instability
and environmental

Cyclones and floods
in The Hungry Tide
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crisis
Forest / Mangroves Mystery, Dependence and Interconnectedness of | Sundarbans ecology
biodiversity, conflict human and non in The Hungry Tide
resistance human life
Animals / Wildlife Symbols of Fear, reverence, Collapse of Tiger narratives and
ecological balance coexistence boundaries between river dolphins in The
species Hungry Tide
Ship / Voyage Colonial expansion Migration, labour, Exploitation through | The Ibis ship in Sea
and mobility exile imperial trade of Poppies

systems

Flood / Rising Water

Destruction and

Migration and

Climate displacement

Venice flooding in

transformation adaptation and ecological Gun Island
anxiety
Industrial Activity Modernity and Consumption and Human induced Colonial opium
economic ambition exploitation ecological economy in the Ibis

degradation

Trilogy

Mythical Creatures /

Ecological memory

Belief and cultural

Traditional ecological

Bon Bibi legends

uncertainty

displacement

Folklore and warning continuity consciousness and snake
symbolism in Gun
Island

Climate Change Global ecological Anxiety and Anthropocene crisis Climate migration

and altered seasons
in Gun Island

Nature as Living

Nature acting like a

Emotional and

Ecocentric worldview

Continuous

Presence character spiritual connection environmental
agency across
Ghosh’s fiction
Table 2. Ecological Themes in Selected Novels of Amitav Ghosh
_I?Ezlrz?cal Sea of Poppies Ibis Trilogy ;r:;aeHungry Gun Island IIEnCtZCrElt‘:aCtzltion
Maritime Ocean as trade Indian Ocean Tidal rivers and Mediterranean Water bodies
Ecology route and world and estuarine ecology | crossings and sea | function as
survival space ecological migration historical and
circulation ecological agents
Climate Unpredictable Harsh sea Cyclones and Floods, wildfires, | Nature reflects
Instability monsoon patterns | weather and tidal destruction changing seasons | ecological
storms imbalance caused
by human actions
Migration and | Forced labour Colonial Refugees and Climate migrants | Ecological crisis
Displacement migration transportation island crossing borders | produces human
networks displacement movement and
exile
Human and Dependence on Survival through | Coexistence with | Human Literature
Nature cultivation and maritime mangrove vulnerability questions human
Relationship rivers adaptation ecology before climate domination over
change nature
Colonial Opium Imperial trade State control over | Global capitalism | Colonialism and
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Environmental | cultivation and economy forest spaces and ecological capitalism are
Exploitation land exploitation destruction linked to

ecological damage
Biodiversity Rural ecological Marine and Tigers, dolphins, | Animal migration | Ecological
and Wildlife references coastal life birds, mangroves | and species interconnectedness
disturbance of species is
emphasized
Water as a River journeys Sea routes Tides govern life | Flood waters Water symbolizes
Narrative shape destiny determine history | and death reshape cities and | uncertainty and
Force migration transformation
Vulnerable Colonized Islands and The Sundarbans | Venice and Environment
Landscapes agricultural coastal trade as fragile coastal becomes a site of
regions Zones ecosystem settlements under | crisis and survival
threat
Myth and Folk beliefs Maritime Bon Bibi Gun Merchant Myth preserves
Ecology linked with superstitions and | mythology legend and ecological
nature sea myths serpent imagery | memory and
environmental
ethics
Anthropocene | Early signs of Expansion of Human intrusion | Climate Human activity
Anxiety environmental global trade into ecosystems catastrophe and emerges as a
exploitation systems global warming planetary threat
Trade and Opium trade Shipping routes Fishing economy | Global migration | Economic systems
Environmental | reshapes alter ecological and conservation | networks influence
Change landscapes spaces conflict ecological
transformation
Ecological Rural suffering Awareness of Respect for Recognition of Ghosh promotes
Consciousness | linked with exploitation and biodiversity and climate environmental
environment mobility coexistence emergency awareness through
fiction

Table 3. Natural Landscapes Presented in Works of Amitav Ghosh

architecture

Landscape . Associated Ecological Human Ecocritical
Literary Space .. . -
Type Novel Characteristics Interaction Significance
Oceanic Indian Ocean Sea of Poppies Vast maritime Migration, Ocean becomes a
Landscape ecosystem, colonial trade, carrier of history,
monsoon labour ecology, and
currents, trade transportation imperial
waters expansion
Mangrove Sundarbans Delta | The Hungry Tide | Dense Fishing, Represents
Forest mangroves, tidal | settlement, ecological fragility
instability, survival struggles | and coexistence
biodiversity between humans
hotspot and nature
Flooded Urban | Venice Gun Island Rising sea levels, | Tourism, Symbolizes
Landscape recurring floods, | migration, climate
sinking adaptation vulnerability in

modern
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civilization
Riverine River Ganga Sea of Poppies Fertile plains, Cultivation, River reflects
Landscape transport travel, colonial interconnectedness
networks, economy of ecology and
agricultural livelihood
dependency
Island Ecology | Morichjhapiand | The Hungry Tide | Isolated Refugee Highlights
tidal islands ecosystems settlement and environmental
vulnerable to displacement injustice and
tides and storms ecological
marginality
Storm Mediterranean Gun Island Unpredictable Refugee Connects
Dominated Sea storms, climatic crossings and historical and
Seascape disturbance, survival journeys | contemporary
migratory routes climate migration
Agricultural Opium Fields of | Sea of Poppies Monoculture Forced Demonstrates
Landscape Bihar farming, soil cultivation under | ecological
exploitation colonial rule exploitation
through imperial
capitalism
Wildlife Sundarbans Tiger | The Hungry Tide | Habitat of tigers, | Human animal Questions
Habitat Territory dolphins, birds, conflict and anthropocentric
estuarine life coexistence dominance over
ecosystems
Global Climate | Coastal Europe Gun Island Climate affected | Migration, Reflects planetary
Landscape and South Asia zones facing ecological fear, dimensions of
ecological adaptation climate change
uncertainty
Port City Colonial ports Ibis Trilogy Commercial Trade, labour Ports emerge as
Landscape and harbours maritime centres | circulation, spaces of
and ecological imperial ecological and
exchange zones networks economic
transformation
Table 4. Human vs Nature Conflict in the Selected Works of Amitav Ghosh
Hurpgn Natura_l Force/ Associated - . Consequence on | Ecocritical
Activity / Ecological Visible Conflict . .
. Work Human Life Insight
Intervention Response
Colonial Opium | Soil exhaustion Sea of Poppies Forced Poverty, Colonial
Cultivation and ecological monoculture displacement, capitalism
imbalance farming agricultural damages both
dependency ecology and rural

communities

Expansion of

Dangerous seas,

Ibis Trilogy

Human ambition

Fear, migration,

Nature resists

Maritime Trade | storms, Versus oceanic loss, survival complete human
unpredictable power struggle control
tides
Human Cyclones, tidal The Hungry Tide | Settlement versus | Death, Vulnerable
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11. William Wordsworth. Nature writing tradition.
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Settlement in destruction, ecological displacement, landscapes
Fragile flooding instability ecological challenge human
Ecosystems insecurity permanence
Encroachment Animal attacks The Hungry Tide | Human Fear, violence, Breakdown of
into Wildlife and biodiversity expansion into loss of ecological
Zones conflict tiger territory coexistence boundaries
Industrial and Climate change Gun Island Modern Climate Human activity
Global and rising development migration and contributes to
Economic temperatures versus planetary | ecological environmental
Expansion stability anxiety catastrophe
Urban Floods and rising | Gun Island Cities struggling | Damage to Climate crisis
Expansion near | sea levels against water heritage, threatens
Coastal Zones intrusion displacement, civilization itself

insecurity
Exploitative Ecological Ibis Trilogy Commercial Forced labour Global trade
Trade Networks | disruption across greed versus and reshapes
oceans ecological environmental ecosystems
balance stress
Refugee Ecological and The Hungry Tide | Human survival Violence and Environmental
Occupation of political conflict Versus displacement justice becomes
Ecologically conservation politically
Sensitive policies complex
Islands
Human Storms and Sea of Poppies Economic Constant Water symbolizes
Dependence on | unpredictable survival tied to vulnerability uncertainty and
Water Routes currents unstable nature during voyages ecological power
Anthropocentric | Ecological Gun Island Human Global ecological | Anthropocene
Modernity collapse and dominance fear and reveals limits of
species migration challenged by instability human control
nature
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